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‘It is a dreadful thing that any brother or sister should be so filled with despair because of sin that they feel themselves to be beyond the power of God’s mercy....’Bro. Dudley Fifield, The Christadelphian, Vol.99, Nov. 1962



A weight of a different nature 
carried by some is that of a 

perceived unforgivable sin. This 
can be a huge burden for some 

to carry, often including an 
opinion that they are unworthy 

to partake of the emblems.

SID LEVETT, ‘The Christadelphian’  Vol. 145, April 2008
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Presentation Notes
Do you ever feel so despondent about your failings as a servant of Jesus Christ that you feel you should just give up?That you’re not good enough?That God couldn’t possibly have you in His kingdom because you’re just too pathetically weak and you keep committing sins - the same sins - over and over?and you’ve dwelt on that uncertainty about your future so much that you’ve started to cement it in your mind because rattling around inside your head are some Bible passages that talk about ‘the unforgivable sin’. - and the more time goes on, the more you are convinced that you have committed exactly that - the unforgivable - the unpardonable sin.



AT a recent youth week-end a questioner asked what 
advice he could give to a young brother who believed he 
had committed an unforgivable sin and was too ashamed 
to approach an elder brother for help and guidance.
It is a dreadful thing that any brother or sister should be so 
filled with despair because of sin that they feel themselves 
to be beyond the power of God’s mercy, and these words 
are written in the hope that they might prove helpful to any 
who are torturing themselves in this way.

Bro. Dudley Fifield, 
The Christadelphian, Vol.99, Nov. 1962
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Perhaps you share this young brother’s despairPerhaps you torture yourself with the belief that your life is so inadequate that you have fallen into this condemnationPerhaps you feel so ashamed of sins past and present, that you cannot imagine how God could possibly forgive you - especially as you keep on failing in the same way, with the same sin - day after day, year after year.



Unforgivable sin?
1 John. 5:16, 17 - ‘A sin unto death’ 
Gal. 5:19- 21 - ‘….shall not inherit the kingdom’
Heb. 10:26- 29 - ‘sin wilfully … fearful … judgement’
Heb. 6:4-6 - ‘Impossible…. to renew to repentance’
Heb. 12:15-17;   ‘Esau…no repentance, though he sought it’
Eph. 5:3-7;          ‘(list of sins)… no inheritance in kingdom’
2 Pet. 2:20-22; ‘entangled again… better not to have known 
the way’
Jude 1:12-13;    ‘reserved the blackness of darkness forever’
Ezek. 18:24 - ‘When the righteous turn away…shall he live?’
Jer. 7:15-16; 14:10-12 - ‘Pray not for this people… I will not 
hear’
Jer. 15:1 - ‘Though Moses and Samuel…my mind can’t be 
toward them’
Matt. 12:31-32 - Blasphemy against H.S…. Not be forgiven’
Mk. 3:28-30 - Ditto  
Matt 12: 36 - ‘Every idle word…. Shall be condemned’

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where would we get the idea that there was such a thing as an unforgivable sin?Well, here!Here is a list of passages that might make you arrive at exactly that conclusion.1 John 5:16-17If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.Galatians 5:19-21Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.Hebrews 10:26-29For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?Hebrews 6:4-6For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.Hebrews 12:15-17Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.Ephesians 5:3-7But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them.2 Peter 2:20-22For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.Jude 1:12-13These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.Ezekiel 18:24But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.Jeremiah 7:15-16And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim. Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee.Jeremiah 14:10-12Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Thus have they loved to wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore the LORD doth not accept them; he will now remember their iniquity, and visit their sins. Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for their good. When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them: but I will consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence.Jeremiah 15:1Then said the LORD unto me, Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people: cast them out of my sight, and let them go forth.Matthew 12:31-32Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.Mark 3:28-30Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation: Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.Matthew 12:36But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.



The Distinction between two types of sin

All sin is an offense against God and a 
rejection of his perfect love and justice. Yet, 
Jesus makes a distinction between two 
types of sins. We call the most serious and 
grave sins, mortal sins

The Roman Catholic model of sin

Confessional



So what kind of Sins are Mortal?
In order for a sin to be mortal, it must 
meet three conditions:
1.  Mortal sin is a sin of grave matter
2.  Mortal sin is committed with full 
knowledge of the sinner
3.  Mortal sin is committed with 
deliberate consent of the sinner

The Roman Catholic model of sin



The Fifth Commandment, “You shall not kill”
Murder (intentional homicide)—Direct and intentional killing is gravely sinful 
(CCC 2268). It is a sin that cries to heaven for vengeance, much like the 
murder of Abel at the hands of Cain. Indirect homicide can also be of grave 
nature (such as refusing to help a person in danger). However, the Church 
teaches that self-defense is permissible for the preservation of a one’s life. If 
the attacker is mortally wounded or killed, then the death of the attacker is not 
a sin. Those who use unnecessary aggression in self-defense can sin 
mortally, if the attacker is killed or gravely injured.
Abortion—Human life begins at conception in the mother’s womb. For God 
tells us, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew thee, and before you were 
born I consecrated you” (Jeremiah 1:5). Abortion is therefore murder. The 
oldest Christian book (besides parts of the Bible) is the Didache, a book 
composed by the twelve apostles or their disciples. The Didache proclaims the 
ancient teaching of the Catholic Church, “You shall not kill the embryo by 
abortion and shall not cause the newborn to perish” (Didache 2,2). All 
Catholics who procure a completed abortion or participate in execution of an 
abortion are automatically excommunicated from the Catholic Church (CCC 
2272 and CIC Canon 1314).





The Third Commandment, “Remember the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy”

Deliberate failure of the Sunday obligation—The Christian 
Sunday (the Lord’s Day) celebrates the new life of the world 

born in Christ’s Resurrection. All humans have a duty, to 
praise God and give him thanks. Thus all Christians are 

bound to participate in the Mass, and must partake of the 
Eucharist at least on holy days of obligation. Deliberate 

failure to do this constitutes a grave sin (CCC 2181).

The Roman Catholic model of sin



The first condition, that a mortal sin is of grave 
matter, means that certain premeditated offenses 

against God are more severe than others. We 
know that some sins are graver than others (e.g. 
it is a graver sin to murder someone than to lie to 
someone). St. John tells us, “If anyone sees his 

brother sinning, if the sin is not deadly, he should 
pray to God and he will give him life. This is only 

for those whose sin is not deadly. There is such a 
thing as deadly sin, about which I do not say that 

you should pray. All wrongdoing is sin, but there is 
sin that is not deadly.” (1 John 5:16-17). Thus St. 
John distinguishes between mortal and venial sin



The Roman Catholic model of sin



‘white lies’
Fist fight

“Even when we have not committed mortal sin, we are 
still obliged to confess our sins at least once a year”

Murder
abortion

Failing to take the 
Eucharist

The Roman Catholic model of sin



Has the Roman Catholic model of sin infiltrated our thinking?

It seems the brethren with him have 
been exercised as to the old subject of 

“mortal sin” or “sin unto death,” with 
the result of some going so far as to 

maintain that a single sin after baptism 
is fatal to a believer’s prospects of 

eternal life. Bro Roberts, 1894



IF any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, 
he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not 
unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he 

shall pray for it” (1 John 5:16).
The words have puzzled many a reader, especially since 
they seem to have reference to an unforgivable sin, a sin 
which by its very nature must end in eternal rejection and 

perdition.
Bro. H.A Whittaker, 1961

So what does 1 John 5:16 mean?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
3 things that need to be noted about this passage: Th context - v.18 ‘Whosoever is born of God Sinneth not’ - seems difficult / absolute on the surface BUT the Greek is written in the  continuous tense. “Whosoever is born of God does not go on sinning” - i.e it is not the dominant force in their life - it is not their practised way of behaving.This then makes sense of - for example - David’s situation. He sinned gravely int he matter of Bathseba - saying, murder, adultery. If there were any cluster of sins that might be described as ‘sins unto death, then surely these would be the ones!Yet David was forgiven.Why?Because he was repentant - truly repentant - and turned himself away form this behaviour.  It was not the dominant force in his life. It was a lapse in the face of him being one who sought after God’s own heart.So his ‘sins unto death’ were no such thing.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%205.16


Heb. 6:4-6
‘Holy Spirit Gifts’

Heb. 10: 26-27
‘Sinning Wilfully’

Heb. 12:15-17
‘Esau’

3 examples from the epistle to the Hebrews

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bro. FowlerThe Epistle to the Hebrews was written to convince the Jews that Jesus Christ was the true High Priest, who made one supreme sacrifice for ever effective in saving men from sin and death. The author repeatedly warned his readers against reverting to Judaism which rejected God’s offer of salvation through the forgiveness of sins. Three times he warned his Jewish readers that if they wilfully refused to accept God’s forgiveness then they could not be forgiven. Let us look at each of these warnings in turn.Heb.6:4-6They are people who HAD the Holy Spirit Gifts - and turned away.  Treated the things of God with absolute contempt - no way back for them (also there is no record that they LOST the HS gift power - so if that were the case they would have been using it and ascribing it to ANOTHER source rather than God / Christ.No forgiveness for these people (as we don’t possess HS Gifts, we can’t fall under the condemnation of these verses)Similarly, Heb. 10: 26-27 - another translation“For if we sin deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful prospect of judgement, and a fury of fire which will consume the adversaries. A man who has violated the law of Moses dies without mercy at the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment do you think will be deserved by the man who has spurned the Son of God, and profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and outraged the Spirit of grace?”We all ‘sin wilfully’ - therefore this verse has caused much distress. (E.g. setting cruise control a little over the speed limit is a deliberate act of breaking the law.)Bit it is not talking about individual acts like this - it is talking about a man or woman who has full knowledge of the Gospel and then spurns the forgiveness which God offers - a wilful turning your back on god and Christ in an ongoing sense -  can no longer receive the benefit of Christ’s sacrifice for sins.Heb. 12:15-17Why was Esau unredeemable? Because although he knew the promises of God, he cared nothing for God or for His promises which were enshrined in the birthright. He sought repentance only in order to get Isaac to change his mind. Esau showed no change in his own mind. He wept for what he had lost, not for what he was – a profane man who now had murder in his heart.Therefore . . . (Next slide)



These three examples from the Epistle to the 
Hebrews show us that the unredeemable state is a 

wilful refusal to accept grace (forgiveness) from God 
by those who fully understand God’s offer of 

salvation. Such were the scribes who, seeing the 
power of the Holy Spirit to heal men, wilfully refused 

to acknowledge Jesus Christ and refused to be 
healed themselves.

. . . . .That which is unforgivable is the wilful and 
persistent refusal of men to recognise their sins and 

accept God’s forgiveness.

Bro. A.W. Fowler,  The Christadelphian, Vol. 113, 
June 1976



Galatians 5:19-20
‘They that do such things . . . ‘

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They that PRACTICE . . . . One off failings are not what this is talking about.Who of us haven’t committed one of these listed sins . . . . ‘Wrath’ ‘strife’ - even of we’ve never been guilty of fornication (in our heart?) , uncleanness, drunkenness etc



Jude v 12, 13

Both of these 
passages are not a 
‘one-off’ lapse - they 
refer to a ‘way of life’

2 Peter 2:20-22
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This passage is not so much a problem, as it is an explanation of our whole subject tonight.John (1 John1 Jno. 5:16, 17.) John here merely notes that there is a sin which God will not forgive. He does not say what it is. We must therefore learn its character from other testimonies. In this there is no difficulty, as it is clearly defined in more places than one, and in a manner accordant with judgment. Peter refers to it thus: “If, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.” He further speaks of it as a “turning from the holy commandment delivered unto them,” and as a washed sow returning to its wallow (2 Pet. 2:20-22).Therefore, again - it is not speaking of momentary lapses, or even repeated failures in a particular area - it is speaking of an entire way of life -  a ‘repentance unto sin’ if you like.Similarly Jude speaks of a pattern of life - ‘raging waves of the sea foaming out their own shame’



Ezekiel 18:24

Bro. Robert Roberts, The Christadelphian, Vol. 31, Jan 1894

This is neither more nor less than the apostolic doctrine that only 
“he that endureth to the end” shall be saved; and that if any man 
walk after the flesh, he shall die. A man trusting to the 
righteousness of ten years (say) and then slackening off into loose 
and wicked ways, will find at the judgment seat that the 
righteousness of the first part of his life is not reckoned, but has 
been cancelled by his lapse. But this is a different case from the 
case of a man ordering his life aright before God, and having a slip 
of some kind, which he deplores and prays forgiveness for, and 
which he disowns and no longer follows. Ezekiel’s words 
contemplate the case of a man once righteous turning away from 
his righteousness and “doing according to all the abominations of 
the wicked.” It is not the case of a rectified stumble.



Jer. 7:15, 16;
Jer. 14:10, 12;

Jer. 15:1 
‘Pray not for this people . . ’
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Pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to me, for I will not hear thee” (Jer. 7:16). This also applies to a state not contemplated in the question before us. The people referred to were in the abandoned state portrayed in the words a few verses earlier: (V. 9, 10) “Will ye steal and murder and commit adultery and swear falsely and burn incense unto Baal and walk after other gods whom ye know not, and come and stand before me in this house which is called by my name and say, we are delivered to do all these abominations?” But even these were implored to repent with the assurance of forgiveness. See verse 3, “Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place.”11. The same remarks apply to Jer. 14:10-12.12. Also to Jer. 15:1.



Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit - Matt. 12: 31 - 32 (Mark 3: 30)

Matt. 12: 36 - ‘every idle word’

IDLE” OR “EVIL”
Some supersensitive souls have been distressed by a wrong construction of 

Christ’s words in Matt. 12:36: “Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall 
give account thereof in the day of judgment.” His words here came out of an 

episode in which his enemies attributed his miracle of healing to “Beelzebub the 
prince of the devils” (verse 24). This was the “idle word” in question. He met this 
monstrous argument by two considerations: First Satan would not and could not 
“cast out Satan,” and second, You yourselves “cast out devils” – “By whom?” I 

do it “by the Spirit of God.” And then he declared that this “idle word” was 
unforgivable “blasphemy” against the Holy Spirit! And was wickedly illogical, 

because making a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. The objectors were in fact 
a “generation of vipers,” and their evil hearts productive only of “evil things.” 

This indicates the character of the “idle words” that will not be pardoned in the 
day of judgment. “Jesting and foolish talking” are indeed “not convenient” (Eph. 
5:4). And if God should mark iniquity, who should stand? But even this is not so 
offensive to God as the “blasphemy” which provoked the Lord’s saying in Matt. 

12:36.
C.C. Walker, Vol. 72, May 1935
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MATTHEW 12: 31�This is the most positive statement of all. Mark tells us that it was “because they said, He hath an unclean spirit” (chapter 3, verse 30). They attributed his works to Beelzebub the prince of the devils. This was illogical; as Jesus said, “Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt” (Matt. 12: 33). More than that, it was wickedness of the most perverse kind: “O generation of vipers, how can ye being evil speak good things” verse 34?Jesus said, “The works that I do bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me” (John 5: 36). Men might have genuine reservations about the person of Christ. With their Jewish prejudices certain aspects of his teaching might be very difficult for them to accept, but none except the most wilfully blind could possibly attribute his works to an evil source, for they were manifestly the works of God. Once again it is not a single act of sin that is before us, but a state of heart: “for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (verse 34). They were not simply blind, they did not want to see. “Their eyes have they closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them” (Matt. 13: 15). Such men who wilfully and rebelliously resist God’s grace become so hardened in their way that they lose the ability to receive it altogether. For them there can be no forgiveness, “neither in this world, neither in the world to come.”



So what is the overarching message of the Bible?

E.g. Ahab

Manasseh

“ all manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be 
forgiven unto men”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In view of the fact that the scriptures are full of examples of men and women of like passions as ourselves, with all the weaknesses and failings of human nature, it ought to be possible to find examples of unforgiven sin. And yet, in spite of the wealth of material available it is difficult, if not impossible to do so with certainty. It is far easier to find examples of forgiven sinners. Perhaps after all we ought to have noticed the positive aspect of our Lord’s teaching in the passage under discussion: “Verily, I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men … ” The whole emphasis of Scripture teaching and the redemptive work of our Lord is not the judgment of unforgiven sinners, but the forgiveness of the repentant.MENTAL ANGUISHThink of such a man as David. He sinned, and sinned grievously, and for some time concealed his guilt from all but his God. It could have been a year or more before the prophet Nathan came to him to confront him with his guilt, for Bathsheba’s child had then been born. We cannot be sure what went on in the mind of David during that period, but it could be that some of the Psalms reveal it to us. Such passages as these from Psalm 38 could apply: “For mine iniquities are gone over my head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. I am feeble and sore broken: I have roared by reason of the disquietness of my heart.” It would seem that the prickings of conscience were being stifled, with all the mental anguish that follows. “But I as a deaf man heard not: and I was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth. Thus was I as a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs.” He had not abandoned his trust in God, and this trust eventually brought him to the point of resolution: “For in thee, O Lord, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God … For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin.” Here we see the process by which a godly man, overtaken in sin, is brought to repentance. Not until this stage is reached can God act, and forgiveness be extended. To a man in this frame of mind came the prophet Nathan, with the result that David at once confessed: “I have sinned against the Lord”, to receive the immediate assurance, “The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die”.The situation of David may well be compared with that of Saul. By human standards Saul’s failing was by no means as reprehensible as David’s; it was a sin of omission rather than commission. A first reading might suggest a similar reaction to that of David when he was challenged by the prophet: “And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy word, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.” This was no genuine repentance. Already Saul had tried to justify his action in disobeying the explicit instructions he had received, and claimed to have performed the commandment of the Lord. It was only when he saw that he would be rejected by the prophet and discredited before the people that he attempted to remedy his error.THE PATH OF FORGIVENESSIn the contrast between these two men we see the path of forgiveness. There is no sin so grievous that it can exclude from the mercy of God. Even a man like Ahab, of whom it is recorded, “But there was none like unto Ahab which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord … ”, found mercy when he repented at the word of Elijah. “Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? Because he humbleth himself before me I will not bring the evil in his days.”The same is true of one of the most evil kings to sit on the throne of David – Manasseh. “So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the heathen whom the Lord had destroyed before the children of Israel.” Retribution came when he was carried a captive to Babylon, in fetters, by the king of Assyria. But even such a man was not beyond the grace of forgiveness. “And when he was in affliction, he sought the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed to him, and he was entreated of him and heard his supplication.”With these examples in mind we begin to see the force of the Lord’s words: “All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men.” “All sins” is no meaningless phrase. There is not one of us however weak and erring who need be beyond the reach of the grace of forgiveness. What we have to do is epitomized in the words of John: “If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” Here is the first condition, the acknowledgement of our need. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”



Unforgivable sin?
1 John. 5:16, 17 - ‘A sin unto death’ 
Gal. 5:19- 21 - ‘….shall not inherit the kingdom’
Heb. 10:26- 29 - ‘sin wilfully … fearful … judgement’
Heb. 6:4-6 - ‘Impossible…. to renew to repentance’
Heb. 12:15-17;   ‘Esau…no repentance, though he sought it’
Eph. 5:3-7;          ‘(list of sins)… no inheritance in kingdom’
2 Pet. 2:20-22; ‘entangled again… better not to have known 
the way’
Jude 1:12-13;    ‘reserved the blackness of darkness forever’
Ezek. 18:24 - ‘When the righteous turn away…shall he live?’
Jer. 7:15-16; 14:10-12 - ‘Pray not for this people… I will not 
hear’
Jer. 15:1 - ‘Though Moses and Samuel…my mind can’t be 
toward them’
Matt. 12:31-32 - Blasphemy against H.S…. Not be forgiven’
Mk. 3:28-30 - Ditto  
Matt 12: 36 - ‘Every idle word…. Shall be condemned’
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So, we’ve seen that this almost comprehensive list of verses that  - on face value - would seem to imply that there is ‘an unforgivable sin’  (a mortal sin if you like).But having worked through it, we’ve also seen that on each occasion it is referring - not to one individual sin or failings that might render us outside the scope of God’s salvation - but rather to a life DEDICATED to sin	* A life deliberately sinful	* A mind which shows no remorse for sin	* A life where sin goes unchecked, unresisted.	* A believer who has recanted following Christ and has denied Christ and is in a sense at the foot of the cross casting abuse and mocking Jesus as He hung on that cross.	* Someone who’s only regret about sin (like Esau) was getting caught out - not regretting the sin itself (e.g. someone fined for speeding - -sorry they got caught, not sorry that they were speeding / breaking the law



Mark 3: 22 - ‘All sins shall be forgiven….’

1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Hebrews 8:12
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 
remember no more.

Ephesians 1:7
In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace;

Psalms 86:5

For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call 
upon thee.

Isaiah 43:25

I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake,
and will not remember thy sins.

Forgiveness!



Psalms 32:1-5

A PSALM OF DAVID, MASCHIL.
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Presentation Notes
If He forgave David (lying, murder, adultery) - he can (and will) forgive usIf He forgave Ahab, he’ll forgive usAnd if he forgave Manasseh - one of the most sinful kings ever to reign - he’ll forgive us if we turn to Him



So, stop sweating about 
‘the unforgivable sin’ 

and get on with living a 
life of service to God, 

Christ and one another -
having full trust and 
confidence in God’s 

grace and forgiveness 
to make up the shortfall.

People who are worried they have 
committed the unforgivable sin 

HAVEN’T…. Simply because they’re 
worried about it

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Charlie Brown and Linus spent a lot of time worrying about things (he was quite a melancholy character). He would often have the weight of the world on his shoulders.Maybe you’re a worrier like Charlie BrownAnd sometimes we can be a bit like Charlie Brown - worrying needlessly about things like ‘whether we’ve committed an unforgivable sin’.But we need to concentrate on ‘the good’ - because that is what God promises us - and we can have a solid confidence in His love, mercy and forgiveness which will culminate in Jesus’ invitation to us  in Matthew 25:34‘Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:’
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