
Is there ‘Truth’ in a Post-Modern World?



“And I saw three unclean 
spirits like frogs come out 

of the mouth of the 
dragon, and out of the 

mouth of the beast, and 
out of the mouth of the 
false prophet. For they 
are the spirits of devils, 
working miracles, which 

go forth unto the kings of 
the earth and of the 

whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that 

great day of God 
Almighty.” 

(Rev 16v13-14)
“spirits” = teaching, ideology, belief

“unclean…devils” = madness, insanity (Jn 7v20)

“whole world” = universal influence

“gather them to battle” = Armageddon!



▪ “And the LORD God commanded

the man, saying, Of every tree of 

the garden thou mayest freely 

eat: But of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, thou 

shalt not eat of it: for in the day 

that thou eatest thereof thou 

shalt surely die.”  (Gen 2v16-17)

▪ “And the serpent said unto the 

woman, Ye shall not surely 

die: For God doth know that in 

the day ye eat thereof, then 

your eyes shall be opened, and 

ye shall be as gods, knowing good 

and evil.” (Gen 3v4-5)
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▪ Knowledge starts with 
God

▪ Belief in objective, 
ultimate truth

▪ Belief in supernatural

▪ Authority from God 
(seen as the church)

▪ Conviction is virtue, 
Tolerance is evil

▪ Knowledge starts with 
man

▪ Belief in objective 
truth

▪ Belief in naturalism, 
skeptical of “gods”

▪ Authority from 
science & reason

▪ Rationality is virtue

▪ Knowledge defined by 
man’s feelings

▪ No objective truth 
(and not valuable)

▪ Spiritual/Mystical, 
personal experience

▪ No Authority, or found 
in self or group 

▪ Tolerance is virtue, 
conviction is evil





▪ The Enlightenment period sought to 
emancipate man from “oppressive” 
thinking of church & state

▪ Change from tradition and 
authority to reason and science

▪ Assumed truth & meaning could be 
found by man in a rational universe

▪ Human intellect and progress will 
create a better world

▪ Human rights and worth

▪ Liberty, Equality, Fraternity 



▪ Rejection of Modernity’s foundations (that 
knowledge is objective, discoverable & good)

▪ No objective truth that is valid for all, rather 
relative ‘truths’ for each person

▪ Any single, unified, all-encompassing world 
view is resisted…everything is subjective

▪ Difference is celebrated, universality 
rejected 

▪ All historical frameworks must be 
“deconstructed”

▪ Nihilistic point of view (rather than 
Modernity’s optimism)

▪ rejecting all religious and moral principles 
in the belief that life is meaningless



▪ Postmodernism is 
all about finding 
your own stories or 
talking about 
something that is 
new for you 

▪ Old, established 
“facts” are not of 
interest, rather 
rejected as 
irrelevant 

▪ Art or literature 
doesn’t hold one 
unique meaning –
rather each derive 
their own meaning 
from it



▪ “Post modernity , in contrast to modernism, rejects any notion of 
objective truth and insists that the only absolute in the universe is that 
there are no absolutes. Tolerance is the supreme virtue and exclusivity 
the supreme vice .

▪ Truth is not grounded in reality or in any authoritative “text”  but is 
simply constructed by the  mind of the individual or society.”

Gary Gilley quoting Barbara Kruger - Postmodernism: Part 1) 



▪ Postmodernists find meaning in 
popular culture rather than truth

▪ Feelings more important than facts

“Freedom fighters” 

“I do not give consent”

“My body, my choice”



▪ Postmodernists find meaning in 
popular culture rather than truth
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▪ They are “connected” and form their 
‘morality’ from society 

▪ Post-modern agenda underpins most 
modern movies, news feeds, 
advertisements and novels… 



▪ Postmodernists find meaning in 
popular culture rather than “truth”

▪ They are “connected” and form their 
‘morality’ from society 

▪ They “progress” with the changes of 
the world…based on political sides

▪ Social Media promotes individualism 
and destroys anyone who opposes

▪ Post-modern agenda underpins most 
modern movies, news feeds and 
novels 

▪ Facebook and twitter opinions spread 
fast with highly charged political tone

▪ Education system and curriculum 
TOTALLY immersed and ACTIVELY 
promote Post-modern ideology…



▪ Postmodernists find meaning in 
popular culture rather than truth

▪ They are “connected” and form their 
‘morality’ from society 

▪ Post-modern agenda underpins most 
modern movies, news feeds, 
advertisements and novels… 

▪ They “progress” with the changes of 
the world…based on political sides…







▪ Postmodernists find meaning in 
popular culture rather than truth

▪ They are “connected” and form their 
‘morality’ from society 

▪ Post-modern agenda underpins most 
modern movies, news feeds, 
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▪ The “Good Society” + “Safe Schools”

▪ Gender Fluidity 

▪ LGBTQ + Rights

▪ “Love is more important than gender”

▪ Social Justice

▪ Black Lives Matter

▪ White Privilege 

▪ Re-writing of history and politics 

▪ Hate speech v WOKE speech

▪ Cancel Culture

▪ Religion is blamed for societies faults 
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▪“Today, Christianity is widely rejected, not 
because it was critically examined and found 
wanting, but merely because it claims to be 
true. Increasingly, American academics regard 
claims to objective and universal truth as 
intolerant and uninformed.”

▪“Attempting to convert is unacceptable 
because it implies standing in judgment over 
others' beliefs.”

Jim Leffel – “Postmodernism: the Spirit of the Age”



World? Or 
Ecclesia?



▪ “No distinctions matter to God. How nice that brothers 
are united, that brothers pray together. How nice to see 
that nobody negotiates their history on the path of faith-
that we are diverse, but that we want to be, and are 
already beginning to be a reconciled diversity” 

Pope Francis at an Ecumenical Gathering 

Close friend of Pope Francis (Le Serna) said:

▪ “What he will do is return the Church to its true doctrine, 
the one that it has forgotten. The one that puts man back 
in the center. For too long the Church has put sin in the 
center”



▪ An overwhelming desire to appear relevant to popular culture and be “Progressive”

▪ Churches have changed names or icons to take out “exclusivity”

▪ Practice is “deconstructed” - accepting “diversity” and “inclusivity” 

▪ God’s Word and authority is “unreliable” as it is outdated or old fashioned in parts

▪ Bible is seen as an ancient spiritual travel journal with good stories 

▪ Bible texts need “hermeneutic exegesis” from scholarly positions 

▪ Accepting egalitarian views and changing church roles

▪ Focus on ecumenism – ignoring doctrinal differences

▪ Doctrine is dumbed down, critical topics are set aside (sin, morals, repentance) in favor of 
meeting human needs

▪ Preaching becomes a shallow feel good message

▪ Love is to show tolerance and accept people for who they are

▪ Doctrine and morals are redefined to popular culture and adaptable 

▪ Religion tries to give people what  they think they want, not what they actually need



▪ “Preach the word; be 

instant in season, out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, 

exhort with all 

longsuffering and 

doctrine.

▪ For the time will come 

when they will not 

endure sound doctrine; 

but after their own lusts 

shall they heap to 

themselves teachers, 

having itching ears;

▪ And they shall turn 

away their ears from 

the truth, and shall be 

turned unto fables.”

2 Tim 4v2-4



▪ “But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of 
difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, 
unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving 
good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God” (2 Tim 3v1-4)

= US!



▪ Is the concept of One Saving Truth being challenged?

▪ Do we hear calls to be less exclusive and more open in fellowship?

▪ Is the Bible’s FULL inspiration being questioned or doubted?

▪ Is the Bible a human book about God or a book God wrote to man?

▪ Does doctrine really matter to God, after all, can we even be 100% sure?

▪ Is it OK to tolerate doctrinal differences? E.g. Theistic Evolution?

▪ Do we have a greater engagement in social issues than our Bibles?

▪ Is our morality being defined by our feelings, culture or the Bible? E.g. Marriage

▪ Are Bible presentations and interpretations coming from Google or God’s word?

▪ Are we moving away from Daniel/Revelation as they are either too hard or we are concerned about 

“offending” other religions?

▪ Are we happy to accept other views on the Bible (like prophecy) – because “that’s ok as it got us 

talking” or “do we really know anyway?” 

▪ Are there challenges to Bible practices or “Does that really matter anyway?” E.g. roles, head coverings

▪ Do we hear… “Is it not arrogant to say ‘we have the truth’”?

▪ Do we hear…“Who are we to judge another person?”



“Truth is subjective”

“In my opinion, but if you don’t 
believe it that is fine”

“That is your truth”

▪ If it is YOUR truth…there is 

nothing LESS powerful

▪ Jesus NEVER went out preaching 

“this is true for me”!!

▪ What impacted people is that he 

said… “this is true FOR YOU”

▪ If something is TRUE…then it is 

true for ALL!

▪ Love is not defined by a person’s 

feelings…rather God!!

▪ God’s Love is sharing with people 

THE TRUTH…



“TRULY I say to you…

You MUST be born 

again”

“So MUST the Son of 

Man be lifted up, that 

whoever believes in 

him may have eternal 

life”

“Go and get your 

husband…

“You don’t know 

what you worship…

TRUE worshippers 

MUST worship the 

Father in SPIRIT and 

TRUTH”

“Go and sell ALL you 

have…

“Take up your cross 

and follow me”



▪ ‘Jesus answered, 
“You say that I am a 
king. For this 
purpose I was born 
and for this purpose 
I have come into the 
world—to bear 
witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of 
the truth listens to 
my voice.”

▪ John 18v37



▪ Is the concept of One Saving Truth being challenged? Daniel 9v13, John 8v31-32, Eph 4v1-7

▪ Do we hear calls to be less exclusive and more open in fellowship? Titus 1v1, 1 John 1v6

▪ Is the Bible’s FULL inspiration being questioned or doubted? James 1v18

▪ Is the Bible a human book about God or a book God wrote to man? 2 Tim 3v15-17, 2 Pet 1v19

▪ Does doctrine really matter to God, after all, can we even be 100% sure? Gal 2v5, 14, 3v1, 5v7

▪ Is it OK to tolerate doctrinal differences? E.g. Theistic Evolution? Titus 1v14

▪ Do we have a greater engagement in social issues than our Bibles? Eph 6v14

▪ Is our morality being defined by our feelings, culture or the Bible? E.g. Marriage 1 Pet 1v22

▪ Are Bible presentations and interpretations coming from Google or God’s word? Acts 17v11, 2 Tim 2v15

▪ Are we moving away from Daniel/Revelation as they are either too hard or we are concerned about 

“offending” other religions? Rev 19v2, 22v6

▪ Are we happy to accept other views on the Bible (like prophecy) – because “that’s ok as it got us 

talking” or “do we really know anyway?” Daniel 7v16, 19, Isa 8v20

▪ Challenges to Bible practices or “Does that really matter anyway?” E.g. roles, head coverings 1 Cor 11

▪ Do we hear… “Is it not arrogant to say ‘we have the truth’”? 2 Thess 2v10, 2 John 1v1, 3 John 1v1

▪ Do we hear…“Who are we to judge another person?” 2 Tim 3v8



▪ “He is the Rock, His work is perfect: for all His ways 
are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, 
just and right is He.” (Deut 32v4)

▪ “The law of Yahweh is perfect, converting the 
soul…the judgements of Yahweh are TRUE and 
righteouses” (Psa 19v7-14)

▪ “I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things 
that are right.” (Isa 45v19)



▪ “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
PROFITABLE for… ” (2 Tim 3v16)

▪ “Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet 1v20-21)

▪ “There are some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to 
their own destruction, as they do the other 
Scriptures.” (2 Pet 3v16)



▪ “I am THE way, THE TRUTH, THE life…no man comes 
to the Father BUT by me” (John 14v6)

▪ “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so 
have I also sent them into the world. And for their 
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth.” (John 17v17-19)

▪ “There is no other name under heaven by which we 
are saved” (Acts 4v12)

▪ “Because they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved” (2 Thess 2v10)



▪ “As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed”

▪ “And that because of false brethren…to whom we gave place by 
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel 
might continue with you.”

▪ “But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to 
the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all…”

▪ “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently set forth, crucified among you?”

▪ “I would they were even cut off which trouble you!”

Gal 1v9, 2v5, 14, 3v1, 5v12



▪ “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and 
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.”

1 John 1v5-7

▪ “Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the
teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the
teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to 
you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into 
your house or give him any greeting, for whoever greets him 
takes part in his wicked works.” 

2 John 1v9-11



▪ “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, 
which is the ecclesia of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth.” (1 Tim 3v15)

▪ “Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do 
these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faith.” (2 Tim 3v8)

▪ “I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children 
walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by 
the Father.” (2 John 1v4)

▪ “As indeed you are walking in the truth. I have no 
greater joy than to hear that my children are 
walking in the truth.” (3 John 1v4)



▪ “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
ends.” (1 Cor 13v4-8)

▪ “And this is love, that we walk according to his 
commandments; this is the commandment, just as 
you have heard from the beginning, so that you 
should walk in it.” (2 John 1v6)



▪ “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; 
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told 
you in time past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God.” (Gal 5v19-21)

▪ “In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We 
have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and 
bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which 
keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee” (Isa 26)





▪ “Prove (discern) all things; hold fast that which is good.” (1 Thess

5v21)

▪ “Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, 

in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 1v13)

▪ “But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, IF we 

hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of THE hope firm unto 

the end” (Heb 3v6)

▪ “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for 

he is faithful that promised;)” (Heb 10v23)

▪ “Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no 

man take thy crown.” (Rev 3v11)



“Then said Jesus to those Jews which 
believed on him, IF ye continue in my 

word, then are ye my disciples 
indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and 

the truth shall make you free.”

John 8v31-32

Even so COME Lord Jesus!


